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The goals of this manual are to: 
1. Provide a training tool for organizations 

interested in starting new watercraft 
inspection programs, 

2. Suggest standard operating procedures for 
use statewide, and 

3. Provide watercraft inspection steward 
program leaders with the information and 
tools they need to train and supervise their 
stewards 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

This Watercraft Inspection Steward Program Coordinator Training Manual is a guide to planning 
and implementing watercraft inspection steward training. New York Sea Grant worked with an 
Advisory Team in the development of this training, and thanks those partners for their 
contributions and efforts. 
 

Advisory Team Members: Matt Brincka (New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation), Samantha Epstein (Hudson River Sloop Clearwater Inc.), Richard Henderson (New 
York State Federation of Lake Associations), Cathy McGlynn (New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation), Hilary Mosher (Finger Lakes Partnership for Regional Invasive 
Species Management), Jeff Sann (Paul Smith’s College), and Stephanie Showalter Otts (National 
Sea Grant Law Center). 

 

Funding: This publication, prepared by the New 
York Sea Grant Extension Program for the 
Cornell University Statewide Invasive Species 
Outreach Education Program, was funded by US 
Fish & Wildlife Service Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative monies to the Finger Lakes-Lake 
Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance. 

 

This handbook supports the 
 “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!TM " Campaign led by 
Wildlife Forever with support from the National 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force, state and 
federal agencies and conservation partners 
across the U.S. We thank them for use of the 
SAH logo.

 



Authors: Mary Austerman and Brittney Rogers, New York Sea Grant, www.nyseagrant.org 
 
 

Table of Contents: 
 

Section 1: Pre-Steward Planning (PSP) 

Section 2: Getting Started: A guide for 

Organizations Starting Watercraft Inspection 

Programs 

Section 3: PSP Reference Documents 

Section 4: Training Stewards (TS) 

Section 5: Watercraft Inspection Steward  

Training & Field Guide 

Section 6: TS Reference Documents 

Section 7: Background 

 

 

 

Numbering Structure: 

Each page within a section has a page number. Some pages refer to the New York State Watercraft 

Inspection Steward Program Handbook, these pages are referenced on bottom left. The page number in 

this manual is listed in the bottom right. 


